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Introduction 
 

With millions of children and adults leaving Ukraine during the war, and with deteriorating epidemiological situation 
faced by refugees and migrants, the risk of infectious diseases, causing severe illness and death, substantially increased. 
This crisis is further aggravated by suboptimal routine childhood vaccination coverage and vaccination hesitancy affecting 
refuges and migrants from Ukraine, as well as lack of vaccine records, that create additional challenges for health care 
professionals, frequently not having clear national guidelines and/or training on providing vaccination to people with 
missing, delayed or interrupted vaccine series, while also addressing language and cultural issues that might be causing 
vaccine hesitancy.  
 
This document aims to address some of the mentioned gaps by providing an overview of the documentation used in 
Ukraine to record and store the information about the vaccination, listing major vaccination hesitancy issues and ways to 
address them as well as referring the European and international guidelines on providing vaccination to people with 
missing, delayed, or interrupted vaccine series. It also contains the basic information on the abbreviations used for 
different types of vaccinations (examples in Ukrainian and Russian languages are provided), evaluation of the Ukrainian 
vaccination calendar and a comparison table between the Ukrainian and other vaccination calendars (EU and US). Though 
there are officially approved by the Ministry of Health of Ukraine forms of documents dedicated to vaccination records, 
these records may still vary depending on the health institution and the time they were made/provided. 
 
Please, note that if there are no documents confirming previous immunizations, or the documents provided are 
inaccurate, it is recommended to presume that the vaccine in question was not received, and re-vaccination is required. 
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Vaccination Calendars in Ukraine, Europe, and the United 
States 
Vaccinations in Ukraine 

 
According to the Vaccination Calendar Ukrainian children receive vaccines against such diseases as: 
 

• Hepatitis B 

Hepatitis B vaccination was included to the Vaccination Calendar in Ukraine starting from 2000, but the vaccine was 
introduced into the childhood immunization program only in 2001 with the support of the Global Alliance for Vaccines 
and Immunization (GAVI). Therefore, people born before 2001 have not been vaccinated against Hepatitis B. During 
2004-2008, vaccination coverage of children under 1 year in Ukraine reached record levels: from 84% to almost 98%. 
Since 2009, due to the spread of anti-vaccination ideas, parents began to refuse vaccination in masse. For 9 years of this 
trend in Ukraine, about 2.5 million children have accumulated who do not have immune protection against hepatitis B.• 
Tuberculosis: 3–5 days of life. 
 

• Tuberculosis 

Vaccination is carried out on the 3rd-5th day of the child's life (not earlier than 48h after birth) with the Bacillus 
Calmette-Guérin vaccine (hereinafter - BCG). BCG vaccination is not carried out on the same day with other vaccinations.  
Children who are less than two months old are vaccinated against tuberculosis without a preliminary Mantoux test. After 
two months of age, before vaccination, the child should have a Mantoux test. Vaccination is provided only in case of 
negative Mantoux test result. Children vaccinated with BCG, may not necessarily form a scar, and if there is a reliable 
confirmation of the vaccination, are not subject to re-vaccination. 
 

• Measles, Mumps, Rubella 

In Ukraine, Measles, Mumps and Rubella vaccinations are provided using the MMR vaccine (Measles, Mumps and 
Rubella). Starting from 2000, to support the National Immunization Program and the needs of the private vaccine 
market, vaccines "Priorix" (manufactured by Glaxosmithkline Biologicals S.A., Belgium) and "M-M-R II" (manufactured by 
Merck & Co., Inc., USA) are being used. Both vaccines are guaranteed by the government free of charge as part of the 
national vaccination schedule.  
 

• Diphtheria, Tetanus and Pertussis  

At an early age vaccination is provided with DPT vaccine - a multivalent vaccine, which includes Diphtheria and Tetanus 
anatoxins for the prevention of Diphtheria and Tetanus, and Pertussis component for the prevention of Pertussis. At this 
stage it is possible to use vaccines with both acellular and whole-cell Pertussis components. The next vaccination with DT 
vaccine is done at the age of six - it is a booster vaccination that does not contain a Pertussis component. The sixth 
vaccination is done at the age of 16 with the Td vaccine (with a reduced content of Diphtheria and Tetanus antigens). In 
the future, every ten years, an adult must revaccinate with a Td vaccine. 
 

• Polio 

Vaccination of children for the prevention of Polio is carried out at the age of 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 18 months, 
6 years, and 14 years. Inactivated Polio vaccine (hereinafter - IPV) is used for the first two vaccinations, and in case of 
contraindications to the administration of oral Polio vaccine (hereinafter - OPV) - for all subsequent vaccinations 
according to this Calendar. OPV vaccine is used for the third - sixth vaccinations (vaccination by age - 6 months, 18 
months, 6 years, and 14 years) in the absence of contraindications to OPV. IPV vaccine can be used for the third - sixth 
vaccinations both separately and as part of combined vaccines. 

 
• HiB infection 

Hib infection vaccination can be carried out with monovalent vaccines and combined vaccines containing Hib component. 
Vaccination for the prevention of Hib infection should be carried out according to the 2-4-12 months schedule. 
Vaccination is carried out for children under 4 years 11 months 29 days. At an older age, vaccination against Hib infection 
is carried out only for persons at risk. 
 
 

 
 
 

Evolution of the Ukrainian Vaccination Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 



 

4 
 

 

EU and U.S. Vaccination Calendars 
 
 

 
 
Polish vaccination calendar was selected as an example of EU vaccination calendar as according to the data, provided by  
UNHCR, the largest number of Ukrainian refugees are residing in Poland. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Documents, that can prove the vaccination status of a 
Ukrainian refugee 
 
The vaccinations status of a Ukrainian refugee can be confirmed by the primary medical documentation:  
«Child development history» (form No. 112/o)  

• «Immunization card» (form No. 063/о)  

• «Outpatient medical record» (form № 025/о) 

• Electronic health care system  

• International vaccination certificate 

• Vaccination Certificate  

• Other medical documents containing vaccination information. 

 
How to obtain vaccination records 

 

 
• Review and translate official vaccination records provided by the migrant, with the help of this guide.  

 

• Contact a representative of the medical institution that was advised by the migrant and ask them to provide a 
vaccination certificate. This Certificate is being filled out based on the information from the «Immunization 
card»/form No. 063/о (stored at the medical institution) and the information entered in the Electronic Health 
Care System. The Vaccination Certificate can be created in an electronic form (with an electronic digital signature) 
or in a paper form with a signature of the medical worker who created this Certificate and a seal of the medical 
institution.  

 

• If you work with Ukrainian refugees and you are struggling in obtaining or reading their vaccination records, 
please, refer to IOM 

If a person cannot prove the vaccinations provided through the official documents mentioned above, it is considered that 
the vaccination was not provided, in which case the immunization must be provided according to the National 
Immunization Plan of the host country, adjusted for those with missing or interrupted vaccine series with the help of 
ECDC, CDC and/or WHO guidelines. 
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Vaccination records documents in Ukraine 
 

«Child development history» (form No. 112/o). Immunization 
chapter 

You can see the translated Front page, that contains the information about a healthcare facility and a child’s personal 
information. The Vaccination chapter (N10) is divided into Planned and Unplanned vaccinations and there’s also a place where 
you can find the information about Mantoux screening test reactions.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

«Immunization card» (form No. 063/о) 
In this document, the Front page contains the information about a healthcare facility and a child’s 
personal information. Then you can see the information about the vaccinations provided starting from 
BCG and ending with the information of Tuberculin tests provided.  
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Vaccination Certificate 
In the top part of the document, you can find the personal information and the type of the vaccination provided. Below, you 
will find a more detailed information on the name of the vaccine and the dates the vaccination was provided. The information 
is filled in both, Ukrainian and English (can be also filled only in English). 
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Vaccines commonly used in Ukraine. Translations 
and abbreviations. 
 

 Description English 
name/abbr 

Ukrainian 
name/abbr 

Handwritten 
in Ukrainian 

Russian 
name/abbr 

Handwritten 
in Russian 

 
 

 
Hepatitis B 

Recombinant DNA Hepatitis B vaccine derived 
from HBsAg produced by DNA recombinant 
technology in yeast cells (Saccharomyces 
cerevisiae) 

Euvax B Еувакс В 

 

Эувакс В 

 

Recombinant DNA vaccine containing Hepatitis B 
surface antigen (HBsAg) 

Engerix B Енджерікс В 

 

Энджерикс 

 

Inactivated Hepatitis A virus (strain HM175) and 
noninfectious Hepatitis B virus surface antigen 
(HBsAg) 

Twinrix Твінрікс 

 

Твинрикс 

 

Tuberculosis Bacillus Calmette-Guérin BCG БЦЖ 
 

БЦЖ 
 

Measles, 
Mumps and 

Rubella 

Measles-Mumps-Rubella vaccine MMR KПK 

 

KПK 

 

Live, attenuated combined Measles, Mumps and 
Rubella vaccine  

Priorix Пріорікс 

 

Приорикс   

 

 
 
 

Diphtheria, 
Tetanus and 

Pertussis 

Diphtheria and Tetanus toxoids and whole-cell 
Pertussis (DTP) vaccine 

DTP АКДП 

 

АКДС 
 

Diphtheria, Tetanus and acellular Pertussis 
vaccine 

DTaP АаКДП 

 

АаКДС 

 

Diphtheria-Tetanus (DT) vaccine DT АДП 

 

АДС 

 

Tetanus-diphtheria toxoid with reduced amount 
of diphtheria toxoid 

Td АДП-м 

 

АДС-м 

 

Absorbed Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria 
Toxoid and Acellular Pertussis vaccine  

Boostrix Бустрікс 

 

Бустрикс 

 

Adsorbed Diphtheria and Tetanus Toxoids and 
Acellular Pertussis vaccine  

Infanricx Інфанрікс 
 

Инфанрикс 
 

Hib Haemophilus b Conjugate Vaccine Hiberix Хіберикс 

 

Хиберикс 

 

Poliomyelitis  Inactivated Poliomyelitis vaccine IPV ІПВ 

 

ИПВ 

 
Inactivated Poliomyelitis vaccine Imovax Polio Імовакс Поліо 

 
Имовакс 

Полио  

Oral Poliomyelitis vaccine OPV ОПВ 

 

ОПВ 

 

 
 
 
Meningococcus 

Includes four antigenic proteins to protect against 
the majority of circulating MenB strains 

Bexsero Бексеро 

 

Бексеро  

 
Meningococcal (Groups A, C, Y and W-135) 
Polysaccharide Diphtheria Toxoid Conjugate 
Vaccine 

Menactra Менактра  
 

Менактра  

 

Meningococcal polysaccharide groups A, C, W-
135 and Y conjugate vaccine 

Nimenrix Німенрікс 

 

Нименрикс  

 
Rotavirus Live attenuated human rotavirus RIX4414 strain Rotarix Ротарікс 

 

Ротарикс 

 
 
 
Pneumococcus 

Pneumococcal polysaccharide conjugate vaccine, 
13-valent adsorbed 

Prevenar 13 Превенар 13 
 

Превенар 13 
 

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (Non-Typeable 
Haemophilus influenzae protein D, diphtheria or 
tetanus toxoid conjugates) adsorbed 

Synflorix Синфлорикс 

 

Синфлорикс 

 

Varicella Live attenuated varicella vaccine Varilrix Варілрікс 
 

Варилрикс 
 

 
HPV 

Human Papillomavirus Vaccine [Types 6, 11, 16, 
18] (Recombinant, adsorbed) 

Gardasil 4 Гардасил 4  

 

Гардасил 4 

 
Adjuvanted non-infectious recombinant vaccine 
prepared from the major capsid protein of 
oncogenic HPV types 16 and 18 

Cervarix Церварікс 

 

Церварикс 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Other combined 
vaccines 

Adsorbed Diphtheria, Tetanus, pPertussis 
(acellular сcomponent) and Inactivated 
Poliomyelitis vaccine 

Tetraxim Тетраксім 

 

Тетраксим 
 

Adsorbed diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (acellular 
component), inactivated poliomyelitis vaccine 
and haemophilus type B conjugate vaccine 

Pentaxim Пентаксім 

 

Пентаксим 

 

Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (acellular, 
component), hepatitis B (rDNA), poliomyelitis 
(inactivated) and Haemophilus influenzae type b 
conjugate vaccine (adsorbed) 

Hexaxim 
 

Гексаксім 

 

Гексаксим 
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Combined Diphtheria -Tetanus - acellular 
Pertussis (dTpa) and inactivated Poliovirus vaccine 

Infanrix + IPV Інфанрікс + 
ІПВ 

 

Инфанринкс + 
ИПВ 

 
Combined hexavalent Diphtheria-Tetanus-
acellular Pertussis- Hepatitis B -inactivated 
Poliovirus - Haemophilus Influenzae type B 
vaccine 

Infanrix hexa   Інфанрікс 
гекса  

Инфанрикс 
гекса 

 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (acellular 
component) and Poliomyelitis (inactivated) 
vaccine (adsorbed, reduced antigen(s) content 

Boostrix polio Бустрікс поліо 

 

Бустрикс 
полио  

 

 
 
 
Examples and translations are provided in both, Ukrainian and Russian languages, as vaccination records may have been provided in Russian as well (especially 
those, made earlier than in 2000). The examples of vaccines indicated in the table above do not reflect the full list of the vaccines used in Ukraine. The table 
reflects only the most used vaccines. 
 

Letter “T” in handwritten, in both Ukrainian and Russian can look both like  

Letter “P” in handwritten, in both Ukrainian and Russian can look both like  
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Vaccinations in Ukraine. Examples of translated records 

HEPATITIS B vaccination  
 

 
 

Tuberculosis (TB) vaccinations. The BCG (Bacillus Calmette-
Guérin) vaccine is indicated as «БЦЖ»  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Tuberculin tests 
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Measles, Mumps, Rubella vaccinations 
The first dose is given at the age of 12 months and the second vaccination is at the age of 6 years. Previous measles, mumps 

or rubella is not a contraindication to vaccination. 

       

 
 

Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus vaccinations 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Haemophilus Influenzae type B (HiB) vaccination 
 

 

 

Polio vaccinations 
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Key vaccination barriers for the 
migrant populations 

 

 
 

Administrative and technical barriers 
• Migrants lack legal entitlement and often documents to register for the vaccination, there’s also fear of 

providing sensitive information. Undocumented people and migrants with limited leave to remain are often not 

registered with a Family Doctor (GP) and are therefore somewhat excluded from national vaccination plans.  

• Costs associated with the vaccine, both direct and indirect (transportation), are also a major factor for many 

refugees, as there are often fees and indirect payments required. 

• High population movement and undeveloped cross-border policies. 

• Often absence of means of communication among this population is another obstacle as many times 

registrations for the vaccination services are made digitally. 

• Undeveloped vaccination referral mechanisms for this population, absence of information about available 

vaccination points, inconvenient, inaccessible vaccination points. Usually, convenience is a key factor in 

migrants’ decision on whether to get vaccinated or not. The most common concern is ease of access, including 

having enough understandable information on where and when they must present as well as a preference for 

familiar settings requiring minimal travel.  

• Health providers in some of the countries are somewhat hesitant to provide full-scale catch-up vaccinations and 
multiple vaccinations at one visit. This is partly due to the legislation in the country regulating catch-up 
vaccination procedures and partially due to the healthcare workers individual beliefs in “overloading” the 
immune system, or the interaction between the vaccines etc.  

 

 

Vaccination hesitancy  

• Religious and cultural believes. Religious reasons underpinning the vaccine hesitancy were identified for 

many religious groups, including Protestants, Catholics, Jewish, Muslims, Christians, Amish, Hinduist and 

Sikhist. 

• Distrust of vaccines safety and fear of possible side-effects. Perception of low-risk of disease. Also, there are 

worries about insufficient COVID-19 vaccines testing during clinical trials.  

• Distrust of healthcare institutions and health workforce and fear of stigma, discrimination, and impact on 

visa status. In particular, difficulty understanding the national health system on arrival and poor treatment 

by staff during registration processes is a main factor affecting trust in healthcare services for asylum 

seekers and refugees, which impact on vaccine uptake in these groups.  

Low vaccine literacy 
• Disinformation and fakes on the Internet and social media. There are fears around theories based on 

misinformation, often originating from social media or word of mouth, with many refugees describing 

feeling conflicted about which information sources to trust. 

• Low level of literacy among this population. 

• Lack of information influencing views on vaccination. Undeveloped health promotion and outreach 

mechanisms: lack of information about vaccines, irrelevant format of information, etc. Many people do not 

have access to sufficient understandable information on vaccines, with language barriers often brought up 

as an issue.  
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Resources  
 

1. Law on preventive vaccinations in Ukraine. 
2. Vaccination calendar in Ukraine. 
3. Poland: Recommended vaccinations. 
4. Vaccination calendar in Poland. 
5. ECDC. Vaccinations to be offered in the absence of documented evidence of prior 

vaccination. 
6. CDC. Catch-up Immunization Schedule for Children and Adolescents. 
7. WHO recommendations for interrupted and delayed vaccination. 
8. WHO. Strengthening COVID-19 vaccine demand and uptake in refugees and migrants. 
9. English-Russian glossary of key terms on vaccinology and immunization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sources 
1. CDC. Vaccination. 
2. CDC. Pink Book. 
3. CDC. “U.S. Immunization Schedule” 
4. ECDC. Vaccine scheduler. 
5. WHO recommenations for interrupted 

and delayed vaccination. 
6. WHO. Vaccination schedule for Ukraine 
7. «Immunization card» (form No. 063/о) 

instructions. 
8. GoU. Vaccination. 
9. Vaccinations in Poland for Ukrainians.  
10. Public Health Center of Ukraine. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z1159-11#Text
https://moz.gov.ua/article/immunization/kalendar-profilaktichnih-scheplen
https://vaccine-schedule.ecdc.europa.eu/Scheduler/ByCountry?SelectedCountryId=166&IncludeChildAgeGroup=true&IncludeChildAgeGroup=false&IncludeAdultAgeGroup=true&IncludeAdultAgeGroup=false
https://szczepienia.pzh.gov.pl/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/UA-ulotka-z-kalendarzem.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/infographic-vaccinations-offered-absence-documented-prior-vaccination
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/infographic-vaccinations-offered-absence-documented-prior-vaccination
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/imz/catchup.html#notes
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/immunization/immunization_schedules/immunization-routine-table3.pdf?sfvrsn=f549aec8_4&download=true
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/108577
https://www.cdc.gov/immigrantrefugeehealth/panel-physicians/vaccinations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/index.html
https://vaccine-schedule.ecdc.europa.eu/Scheduler/ByCountry?SelectedCountryId=166&IncludeChildAgeGroup=true&IncludeChildAgeGroup=false&IncludeAdultAgeGroup=true&IncludeAdultAgeGroup=false
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/table-3-who-recommendations-for-routine-immunization
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/table-3-who-recommendations-for-routine-immunization
https://immunizationdata.who.int/pages/schedule-by-country/ukr.html?DISEASECODE=&TARGETPOP_GENERAL=
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0688-06#Text
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z0688-06#Text
https://moz.gov.ua/immunization
https://szczepienia.pzh.gov.pl/faq/%d0%b4%d0%b5-%d0%bc%d0%be%d0%b6%d0%bd%d0%b0-%d0%b7%d0%bd%d0%b0%d0%b9%d1%82%d0%b8-%d1%96%d0%bd%d1%84%d0%be%d1%80%d0%bc%d0%b0%d1%86%d1%96%d1%8e-%d1%89%d0%be%d0%b4%d0%be-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d1%84%d1%96/
https://phc.org.ua/
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Annexes 
Annex 1. European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control catch up vaccinations recommendations 
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Annex 2. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention catch up vaccinations recommendations for children age 4 months 
through 6 years 
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Annex 3. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention catch-up vaccinations recommendations for children and adolescents 
aged 7 through 18 years 
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Annex 4. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention catch-up vaccinations recommendations for Ages 19 Years or Older. 
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Annex 5. WHO recommendations for interrupted and delayed vaccination 

 

 
 
 

 


